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Africa’s Energy Indices

The economic indices of Africa’s energy sector provide valuable insights 
into the continent's energy production, consumption, investment, and future 
potential. Here’s an overview of some key economic indices relevant to 
Africa's energy sector:

Energy Production and Consumption

Oil Production:

Africa accounts for around 7-9% of the world's total oil production. The 
largest oil producers on the continent include Nigeria, Angola, and 
Algeria. 

In 2022, Nigeria was the largest oil producer in Africa, producing about 
1.2 million barrels per day.

Natural Gas Production:

Africa is home to some of the largest natural gas reserves in the world, 
particularly in Nigeria, Algeria, and Egypt.

In 2022, Africa produced approximately 236 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas, with Algeria and Egypt being the top producers.

Electricity Generation:

The total installed electricity generation capacity in Africa is around 244 
GW (as of 2022), but this is distributed unevenly across the continent.

South Africa has the highest installed capacity, largely driven by coal-
fired power plants, followed by Egypt, which relies on natural gas and 
hydroelectric power.

Renewable Energy:

Africa’s renewable energy potential is vast, particularly in solar and wind 
power. As of 2022, renewable energy accounted for about 20% of the 
total installed electricity capacity.

South Africa, Morocco, and Egypt are leading in renewable energy 
deployment, particularly in solar and wind.
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Investment in the Energy Sector

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI):

The energy sector attracts significant FDI, especially in oil and gas 
exploration, infrastructure development, and renewable energy 
projects.

Countries like Mozambique have seen large FDI inflows into their 
natural gas projects, particularly in the LNG sector.

Infrastructure Development:

There is ongoing investment in infrastructure to improve energy access, 
with initiatives like the African Development Bank’s New Deal on 
Energy for Africa aiming to achieve universal access to electricity by 
2025.

Major projects include the Grand Inga Dam in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (potentially the world’s largest hydroelectric project) and 
various solar projects under the Desertec initiative.

Energy Access and Electrification Rates

Electricity Access:

Approximately 54% of the African population had access to electricity 
in 2022, but this varies significantly by region

North Africa has almost universal access, while Sub-Saharan Africa’s 
average electrification rate is around 48%.

Rural vs. Urban Electrification:

Urban areas have higher electrification rates, often exceeding 80%, 
while rural electrification remains a challenge, with rates below 30% in 
some regions.

Energy Prices

Oil Prices:

African countries, particularly oil exporters, are sensitive to global oil 
price fluctuations. The average price of oil exports in Africa has been 
volatile, affecting government revenues and economic stability in oil-
dependent countries.

Electricity Prices:

Electricity prices in Africa vary widely, with some of the highest costs 
per kilowatt-hour in the world, especially in countries reliant on diesel 
generators and imports.

Energy Sector’s Contribution to GDP

Oil and Gas Contribution:
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In major oil-producing countries like Nigeria and Angola, the oil and 
gas sector can contribute up to 30-40% of GDP.

Energy revenues are a crucial part of government budgets in these 
countries, with oil and gas exports accounting for a significant share of 
export earnings.

Renewable Energy Contribution:

While still small, the renewable energy sector is growing rapidly and 
beginning to contribute more significantly to GDP, especially in 
countries that have invested heavily in solar and wind projects.

Energy Trade Balance

Exports:

Africa is a net exporter of energy, particularly oil and natural gas. 
However, the continent also exports electricity to neighboring regions in 
some cases, such as from South Africa to neighboring countries.

Imports:

Despite being rich in resources, several African countries import refined 
petroleum products due to limited refining capacity, which affects their 
trade balance.
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Carbon Emissions

Emissions Levels:

Africa contributes less than 4% of global CO2 emissions despite being 
home to 17% of the world’s population. However, emissions are rising 
due to increased energy consumption and economic growth.

Commitment to Climate Goals:

African countries are increasingly committed to international climate 
goals, with many signing up for the Paris Agreement and setting 
renewable energy targets.

These indices provide a snapshot of Africa’s energy sector's current 
state and highlight the opportunities and challenges facing the 
continent as it seeks to improve energy access, diversify its energy mix, 
and attract investment to sustain economic growth.
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